
Kewstoke Parish Council Newsletter 
Car Parking Update 2017 

Some of you may have heard rumours 
that something was going to happen 
with the Car Parks on Beach Road. 
There have also been mutterings of 
the small central car park being 
closed. 
The Parish Council have been 
representing our residents in 
discussions with North Somerset 
Council (NSDC) about this very matter. 
 

Bus Terminus & Car park next to 
Commodore Hotel 
 

The Car Parks are owned by NSDC and 
with their new found powers to 
enforce parking charging and 
regulation, have been looking at all of 
the Car Parks in the area. The main 
bus terminus car park at the junction 
of Beach Road & Sand Road has 
caught their attention. It has long 
been in need of some repair. There 
have been problems with the drains 
which at times have led it to be called 
Sand Bay Marina. 
 

NSDC approached Kewstoke Parish 
Council some months back to advise 
us of their plans. The drainage 

problem in the car park was to be 
resolved and when complete, the car 
park was to be resurfaced. A plan to 
make more efficient use of the space 
was also produced, along with their 
plan to start charging visitors to use 
the car park. Now, if they were to 
start charging for one car park, they 
would have to look at the other car 
parks as well. The car park opposite 
the Commodore Hotel has a 
reasonable surface and with a little 
sprucing up, would soon have a Pay 
and Display meter as well.  
 

Parking enforcement would be carried 
out by NSDC staff as it is in Weston 
super Mare.  
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New parking layout 

What Benefit to Kewstoke? 
This in itself is perhaps not a bad idea. 
The thought of getting some money 
back from the vast number of people 
that come to walk their dogs and enjoy 
our beach & village is not without merit. 
The cost of emptying the 20 of dog 
waste and litter bins alone, runs into 
thousands of pounds every year. 
 
As a Parish Council we maintain the 
grounds surrounding both car parks and 
the Boardwalk opposite the Commodore 
Hotel.  The Boardwalk itself has started 
to be a cause for concern.  
 
The cost of maintenance has 
dramatically increased because of its age 
and ongoing maintenance needs. The 
Parish Council have decided to close the 
Boardwalk due to safety concerns and  
barriers across each entrance have been 
put in place. 

Improved Car park Layout 
One of the Parish Council’s concerns 
about the NSDC plans were that with an 
increased number of spaces and better 
organised car parks, it could lead to an 
increase workload for our workers 
carrying out grass & hedge cutting. This 
work is paid for out of the Parish Precept 
as well as maintaining the toilets that 
North Somerset closed a few years ago, 
another facility provided for visitors and 
dog walkers by the Parish Council.  
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It is important that the Parish Council 
get a fair remuneration for the 
additional services that will be provided 
to maintain the larger car parks. 
 

BUT our biggest concern was that NSDC 
may be happy to introduce Pay & Display 
in the car parks, without thinking about 
the impact that it would have on its 
residents, particularly in Beach Road. On 
good weekends in the summer its 
already bedlam with residents unable to 
get out of their drives, blocked in by 
visitors to the beach.  

Holistic Vision 
 Imagine what it would be like with dog 
walkers and visitors trying to avoid the 
parking charges by parking on our roads. 
We were adamant that as a council we 
would not support NSDC’s plan to 
implement parking charges without 
looking at the village & parking 
holistically. They have now come around 
to our way of thinking and at last we are 
making progress. 
 
What is now proposed is that at the 
same time as the pay and display meters 
come in to operation, a parking 
restriction zone will be made. This will 
cover the length of Beach Road from the 
National Trust car park (now also pay 

and display) up past the Commodore 
Hotel just below the junction with 
Kewstoke Road. The Zone will also cover 
Sand Road up to the junction of St 
Bridges Close and Crookes Lane from the 
junction with Beach Road, to just before 
the Bus Stop close to the Pink Shop. We 
have been advised that the roads 
leading off Sand Road: Myrtle Tree 
Crescent & St Bridges Close, whilst not 
appearing to be in the restricted zone, 
are in fact covered. This is because they 
don’t lead to anywhere. If it is found that 
parking is proving to be an issue in these 
roads, they will be targeted by NSDC 
parking officials. 
 
Parking for residents in all areas covered 
by the zone should not be affected, as all 
of the properties have their own ‘off 
street’ parking.  We are still working on 
the fine detail of the zone with NSDC. 
This will include timings of the 
restriction, Allowance for loading/
unloading etc. The Zone itself will be 
marked by signs as you enter and on the 
reverse as you leave. There will be no 
additional repeater signs clogging up the 
place with street furniture. Enforcement 
of the restriction will be carried out by 
NSDC Parking officials who have the 
power to issue fines . 



At the start of this Newsletter the 
closure of the small central car park on 
Beach Road was mentioned. 
It has never been tarmacked and has 
poor vision for those leaving to join 
Beach Road. In the new Car park plan, 
North Somerset Council propose to close 
this car park and hand the land over to 
its assets department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historically this was never planned as a 
car park. It was a piece of land that was 
set aside as a traffic improvement plan 
many years ago to reroute the junction 
between Crookes Lane & Beach Road. 
Many of the houses in Crookes Lane 
from Sun Valley Caravan Park towards 
the current junction, have a strip of land 
outside their walls. Whilst the owners of 
the properties own the land, it was  
earmarked to be purchased for the road  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

changing scheme, which is why some of 
the walls are set back away from the 
road. This remained in place up until 
fairly recently, when a resident selling 
one of these properties found that the 
plan was a blight on them selling their 
property. North Somerset Council were 
asked to confirm that the plan was no 
longer to go ahead, and the ‘blight’ was 
lifted. 
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Crookes Lane  
Area Map 

Possible single yellow line 

Signs for Restricted Zone 
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to the same level as the rest of the car 
park and joined to it.  
 
This will provide more than the spaces 
lost with the removal of the small car 
park. It will also incorporate a new 
footpath replacing the Boardwalk at no 
cost to the Parish.  
(Planning permission will be needed to 
raise the height of the lower car park). 

A legitimate concern with the removal of 
this car park is that NSDC would be 
reducing the amount of parking 
available to visitors by closing the small 
car park.  
 
This is being partially addressed by 
increasing the spaces at the Bus 
Terminus car park. It still did not go all 
the way to satisfying the Parish Council. 
Working with NSDC we have come up 
with a further plan.  
 
Adjacent to the car park opposite the 
Commodore Hotel is a smaller parking 
space on a lower level. It is now 
proposed that this car park is brought up  

Commodore Car Park 
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So, this is the plan that NSDC working with the cooperation of the Parish Council 
hope to bring into operation in time for the Spring 2018. The works to improve the 
Bus Terminus Car Park are scheduled to start on 22nd January 2018. There may be 
those of you that think the whole plan is rubbish, it will cause congestion and things 
would probably be better left as they are. But we have to face reality. There is a 
massive problem with parking in the summer impacting on the residents of Beach 
Road. It will get worse as more and more houses are built in Weston and our village 
& beach attract more families and dog walkers. By working with the local authority, 
and planning for the proposed Pay & Display car parks and their effects on the 
village, we will come out of this with better facilities for our visitors and less chaos 
and hassle for our residents. It really is a great place to live, otherwise we wouldn’t 
have a traffic and parking problem in the first place! 
 

 

Please address any comment you may wish to make to: 
Clerk to Kewstoke Parish Council 
84 Beach Road 
Kewstoke 
BS22 9UQ 
Tel: 01934 624430 
E-mail: colin.hill17@btinternet.com  
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Kewstoke Parish Council 
First Monday of each month—7.00pm at the Village Hall 

General public are welcome to attend and there is a 15 minute 
public participation slot at the beginning of each meeting.  

Kewstoke Parish Councillors 
 

Mr Tony Horry   01934 628383  Chairman 
Mr Jim MacDonald  01934 642053  Vice Chairman 
Mr Russell Adams  01934 645657  Planning Chairman 
Mr Colin Hill   01934 624430  Clerk to the Council 
 
Mrs Christine Bates  01934 620995  Councillor 
Mr Ken Harper   01934 419331  Councillor 
Miss Karen Jenkins  01934 221521  Councillor 
Mr Tony Morris   01934 414654  Councillor 
Mr Cedric Thomas  01934 412847  Councillor 
Mrs Nancy Whyte  01934 516212  Councillor 
Mr Glen Vearncombe 01934 622495  Councillor 
Mrs Rose Cunningham 01934 629512  Councillor 
 

District Councillors 
 
Cllr Lisa Pilgrim   01934 627374 / 07935 282129 
Cllr Roz Wills   01934 416915 


